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Three days afterwards, on July 23d, the commander of the
Second Squadron, still off Santiago, received a note from Cap-
tain Chadwick, chief of staff, stating that the commander-in-
ehief would like the Brooklyn to come to Guantanamo. In com-
pliance with this note, the Brooklyn left her station and arrived
about 10 o'clock the same night at Guantanamo.

From the 23d of July until the 14th of August the squad-
ron remained at Guantanamo coaling, repairing engines, or boil-
ers, where needed, and substituting new five-inch guns and gun-
mounts on the Brooklyn for those injured during the battle of
July 3d.   In the interval of this delay the department had cre-
ated an Eastern Squadron under command of Commodore J. C.
Watson, a distinguished and excellent officer, who selected the
Oregon as his flagship and whose squadron was to embrace the
battleship, the Brooklyn, one or two of the auxiliary yachts,
and a collier or two. * The purpose announced was to threaten
the coast of Spain, or to meet and beat the squadron of Admiral
Comara, reported, through the press despatches, to be en route
to Manila, composed of the Pelayo and the odds and ends of the
Spanish fleet left after Manila and Santiago.    This squadron
was to be convoyed to Gibraltar by the commander-in-chief.
The Brooklyn was to accompany the convoying squadron, leav-
ing no flagship for the commander of the Second Squadron, and
as no announcement had been made of the extent of the com-
mand to be left under his orders, there was some uncertainty
about the vessel from which -to fly his flag.   Later it developed
that the Newark was not to be included, on account of her lim-
ited bunker capacity, for the eastern movement, and this solved
the question.

Before the Eastern Squadron was ordered to set forth the
news of overtures from Spain looking to peace was flashed to
the squadron in Guantanamo Bay. It was satisfactory to the
squadron, for if any one supposes that men in the profession of
arms like war because their training teaches them better how to
make war, such a supposition is erroneous. They accept war
much as a patient does some nauseous nostrum, as a drastic
means to a quick cure.

The news that a protocol looking to peace had been arranged
in. Washington a day or two afterwards released the squadrongard to these
